
REVIEW

BY PROF. CHAVDAR SOTIROV, PhD

on the competition for the academic position of "Professor"
at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen,

scientific field 1. PedagogY,

professional field 1.3 Pedagogy of teaching in ...
(Methodology of Music Education)

Contest data

The competition for the academic position of "Professor" was announced in the State

Gazette, issue 94 I l2.ll.202L The only candidate is Assoc. Prof. Yanna Pavlova Ruskova,

PhD - Lecturer in the Department of Musical Aesthetics, Music Education and Performing,

Faculty of Pedagogy, at Konstantin Preslavsky Shumen University. The necessary documents

and relevant evidence for review and evaluation according to The Law on the Development of
the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and its regulations, and the Regulations for

Development of the Academic Staff of .Ko nstantin Preslavslry University of Shumen have been

presented. All materials are correctly and precisely described, and neatly arranged. The

requirements for holding the academic position of "professor" have been met: the candidate has

a PhD in Methodology of Music Education, has held the position of associate professor for

seven years; the candidate declares, and the reference made by me shows that materials from

production for previous procedures are not repeated; the materials submitted for the

competition, according to the respective requirements under Art.2b,paru.2 and3 of LDASRB,

in quantitative terms significantly exceed the minimum required points by groups of indicators

- a total of 1026 points (instead of the minimum 550 points), and there are enough points for

each indicator. All this gives reason to believe that Assoc. Prof. Yanna Ruskova, PhD has the

right to participate in the competition for the academic position of "professor".

Candidate details

The career development of Assoc. Prof. Yanna Ruskova, PhD follows a continuous line of
professional and creative interests related to music and music education. She graduated from

the Higher Institute of Music and Pedagogy (now the Academy of Music, Dance and Fine Arts)

in Plovdiv. From the beginning of her career until today she has been working as a teacher: she

teaches music classes at the "Nancho Popovich" High School of Natural Sciences and

Mathematics in Shumen, she is also a lecturer at Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen'

She has been working from the very opening of the Faculty of Pedagogy as a part-time lecturer

since 1984, and a full-time lecturer - since 1989, successively holding the academic positions

ofassistant, senior assistant (1992), chief assistant (1995), and associate professor (2015)' In

2013 she defended her doctoral dissertation. Apart from the field of music education, her

biography and achievements draw attention to lasting interests in artistic and creative activities

-she is a member of the organizing committee and jury of the National Accordion Competition

"Dancing Keys", 2002 - 2021, as well as numerous solo concerts, participation in festivals and



others as the head of the Vocal Studio "Dominanta" in Novi Pazar, since 2001. However, her

main merits and interests are inextricably linked with the music-pedagogical activity, in which

she devotes most of her scientific and creative energy.

Regarding the scientific works

For participation in the competition, according to the requirements of LDASRB, Assoc'

prof. Yanna Ruskova, PhD presents the following 59 materials: 2 monographs, 18 articles, 20

textbooks, 19 teaching aids. All of them are related to her professional-scientific and

professional-creative interests and are relevant to the direction of the competition. The main

iheoretical and methodological directions of the candidate's research activity include mutually

predetermining thematic areas related to her long-term musical-pedagogical, teaching and

artistic experience gained in working with students majoring in "Pedagogy of Music

Education", "Primary and Preschool Pedagogy" , "Preschool pedagogy ", as well as the work

of Assoc. Prof. Ruskova with children and as a leader of various artistic groups: 1. Formation

and development of the modern image of the music pedagogue and the related challenges for

music teachers; 2. Implementation of the full set of textbooks, books for teachers, and music

teaching aids from lst to 10th grade in her capacity as a team leader at the publishing house

"Anubis - Klet".

The main problems observed in the two monographs are related to various interrelated

aspects of modern music-pedagogical training and the construction of the modern image of the

music pedagogue.

In the monograph "Contemporary Music Pedagogy. Theoretical and Analytical

Aspects " (2021, 209 p.) problems related to current trends in the development of music

pedagogy and didactics are revealed and analyzed from different points of view, revealing and

uniting traditions together with the present and future of the content and the process of music

education and the peculiarities of music-pedagogical mastery. All of this is achieved through

theoretical and analytical modelin g of cutent interrelated problematic scientific fields.

The first chapter synthesizes characteristics and analysis of musical art in the context of
the bimodat philosophy of music and music pedagogy: music as a means of influencing the

development ofthe individual and music education as a tool for forming attitudes towards music

itself, which serves as the basis for understanding the importance of music as a phenomenon

and its possibilities for the development of the individual and society.Thetirst section analyzes

and synthesizes the ontogenesis of the functions of musical art - analysis, including historical

overview, links with other sciences such as musical aesthetics, music psychology, music

philosophy, and other independent sciences with a "musical" subclass: ontology, sociology ,

semiotics, hermeneutics, semantics, phenomenology, felicitology, acmeology, ethnology, etc'

In the next section"system offunctions of music - types, characteristics. projections in the

educational process " the following important points are highlighted:

1. The elements of the functionality of the musical att in the modality
,,communicativeness, reflection of reality, social functions, hedonism" are classified and

analyzed, and their characteristics are clearly and logically derived.



2. They are also presented through the prism of scientific fields that have a direct

relevance to music pedagogy and didactics - music philosophy, music psychology, music

aesthetics, musicology. In the context of the exhibition there are specific links and important

psychological and pedagogical characteristics, bringing theoretical modeling closer to practical

orientation: the work of verbalizing the nature and emotionality of the musical work - verbal

interpretation, the importance of forming and developing emotional literacy and intelligence

through music; the performing interpretation of a musical work, the non-verbal communication

in the musical-pedagogical process and the musical-performing activity, etc.

3. The main functions of the musical artandits different audiences as an important aspect

of the focus of theoretical research are supported by a survey of one hundred students.

Relationships between types of preferred music and the understanding of the importance of the

functions of musical art are revealed.

The second chapter "Competence Model of the Music Teacher " presents a current

scientific and practical problem, which in recent years has been the basis of a number of

government regulations, documents and guidelines for work in the field of education, incl.

higher education. The first section examines the scientific and theoretical prerequisites for

deriving the competence model of the music teacher, by analyzing the following areas:

competence and professional competence; types of competence; structure and characteristics;

the essence of the competence of the music teacher. The second section presents and analyzes

concepts and characteristics related to the key competencies of the music teacher -

communicative competence, digital competence, socio-pedagogical competence. The third

sectionpresents and analyzes the structure and characteristics of the professional competencies

of music educators: basic competencies, special professional competencies - music

performance, conducting competence, compositional competence, music theory (musicology)

competence, music auditory competence. At the end of the chapter, based on the analysis of the

presented materials, research and theoretical modeling, the following conclusions are defined:

scientific models; in the present research a model with a three-modal structure "key -

basic - special competencies" is argued;

motivational-value and operational component in the structure of the main music-

pedagogical activities.

The third chapter of this paper discusses and analyzes the contemporary theoretical

aspects of the music lesson. By analyzing the modern music lesson and taking into account its

traditional characteristics, special attention is paid to the creative approach in the

implementation of such a lesson, its exceptional creative intensity and features arising from the

specifics of the art of music. The connections of the modern music lesson with the new syllabus

dictated by the new curriculum and state educational standards are considered and analyzed,

the new aspects and their importance for the music-educational process are indicated, problems

such as avoiding unnecessary theorizing in music lessons are analyzed. Specific

characteristics of the music lesson are also considered and analyzed: the strategic tasks for the

realization of the general music education on several levels; the topic of the lesson as a semantic



core ofits content; the idea that is related to a certain perspective; the genre related to the artistic

solution of the lesson idea; the idea and geme of the lesson, its composition, as a content-

structural whole; dramaturgy related to development concepts that allow creative solutions;

improvisation as a specificity, and last but not least - the atmosphere as an important part of the

spiritual, artistic and emotional saturation of the music lesson.

On the basis of the theoretical-analytical aspects of the contemporary music pedagogy

considered in this work, one can't help but appreciate the high amount of professionalism by

the author, which is expressed by the following:

- a detailed knowledge of the matter - like historical and ontogenic specifics, and modern

trends in development;

- the opportunities to search for, point out and reveal interrelations between different

scientific helds;

- the determination to conceptualize modern guidelines when working in the music-

pedagogical field.

The second monograph, "Professional and personal development of students - future

music teachers. Professional self-determination", develops a problem related to the need for a

model for professional self-determination in students majoring in "Pedagogy of music

education". The concept of the research lies on an in-depth analysis of the theoretical and

methodological approaches related to the issues presented in the work of a number of scholars

on professional self-determination, pedagogical education, and the professional status of the

music teacher.

The first chapter analyzes the main theoretical approaches to the problem of professional

self-determination, which is necessary for the students - future music teachers. The main

components of professional self-determination (PS) are indicated: self-image, motivation,

professional identity, professional competence'

The second chapter discusses the essence of the study for professional self-determination

in students majoring in "Pedagogy of Music Education" at the Faculty of Pedagogy of

"Konstantin Preslavsky" University of Shumen, the methodological apparatus, organizational

forms and the stages of its implementation. The purpose, the object, the subject of the research,

the hypothesis of the research and the tasks that need to be solved to prove it are argumented

and defined.

The third chapter presents the study of the professional self-determination of students

majoring in "Pedagogy of Music Education".

An original functional model for research of professional self-determination in students -

future music pedagogues has been tested, and a research methodology is offered, including tests

and questionnaires (7 in total), systematization of questions/answers and their qualitative

interpretation in three main areas, determination of criteria, indicators and respective levels

u..oiding to the three areas, determination of qualitative characteristics of the studied students.

The results of the proposed new approach confirm the effectiveness of the model. This serves

as the basis for eliciting the full characteristics and features of professional self-determination

in students - future music teachers, identifying three main types of PS which relate to all



students, regardless of professional field and specialty (strong, medium and weak professional

self-determination).

The monograph outlines practical problems related to the effective application of research

results: rethinking the curriculum and content of syllabus and their focus on building a music

teacher as a good performer and theorist with music-pedagogical orientation; the orientation of

the content of all disciplines to each of the elements of PS; setting active and interactive forms

and methods of work, specifically oriented to build a positive attitude towards professional

activity; the implementation of new forms of work in extracurricular environments; a focus on

reliably increasing the motivation of students for the future profession.

This monograph complements the picture of Assoc. Prof. Ruskova's professionalism with

her ability to carry out in-depth empirical research by deriving a theoretical and practical model,

by defending it as a validity and reliability of the system, by deep and focused analysis of

results, conclusions and guidelines for future work.

The articles submitted forparticipation inthe competition (18 copies) are in specialized

scientific journals, yearbooks, proceedings of scientific conferences (all of them are in the

NACID reference list). They refer to the professional and personal development of future music

teachers; the field of music pedagogy, music psychology, music-performing activity, the

competence approach in music teaching and in the professional development of the future music

teacher; modem music textbooks for primary education school.

The citations noticed by the candidate and presented in the reference are 58, 15 of which

are in monographs and collective volumes; 33 are in articles and non-peer-reviewed journals.

It is noteworthy that many of them are related to the problems developed by Assoc. Prof.

Ruskova for the competence of the music teacher and some aspects of music psychology.

Another important part of the citations refer to the new textbooks and teaching aids in music

for general education schools, of which the candidate is a co-author and team leader.

The third very large part in what has been presented by Assoc. Prof. Ruskova for

participation in the competition are textbooks and teaching aids in music for general education

schools - a complete set from lst to 10th grade (20 textbooks - traditional and electronic, 19

teaching aids). They are related to the new state documents and standards, which came into use

in2016.It is difficult to create a new, up-to-date, different textbook. They are the result of many

years of experience and proven professionalism in the field of music education and upbringing.

Such are the theoretical and practical personal competencies of Assoc. Prof. Ruskova, derived

from a very diverse range of contemporary musicology, music pedagogy, music performance,

digital technologies in music and more.

Teaching and other activities

Assoc. Prof. Yanna Pavlova Ruskova, PhD is a lecturer providing education to students

majoring in "Pedagogy of Music Education", "Preschool and primary school pedagogy ",

"primary school pedagogy with a foreign language", "Preschool pedagogy" in the "Bachelor",

"professional Bachelor" and "Master" degrees, teaching disciplines related to their methodical

preparation, musical instruments, incl. electronic tools. She is the author of the relevant

curricula. Assoc. Prof. Ruskova has provided teaching materials on her personal page of the



university's website. The teaching experience of the candidate is directly related to the subject

areas of her research in her scientific production. There is a full correspondence between the

areas in which the candidate has teaching experience and the direction of the competition. In

addition, Assoc. Prof. Ruskova carries out a number of expert activities - conducting

qualification courses for teachers and webinars related to the introduction of new music content

in the Bulgarian school.

During the period after the acquisition of the position of "Associate Professor" she was the

head of five doctoral students, one of whom has defended his thesis, and another is in the

process of defense. For the period 2Ol5 - 2022 she participated in 8 university projects and in

one national project.

Contributing moments

All the presented titles (monographs and articles) outline the main research and creative

interest of Assoc. Prof. Ruskova: various interrelated aspects of modern music pedagogical

training and building the modern image of the music teacher, the result of many years of

experience and work with students majoring in " Pedagogy of music education "," Preschool

and primary school pedagogy ". This experience in the field of music education and upbringing

is the basis for the realizationand usage of a full set of music textbooks and teaching aids from

l st to 1Oth grade in general education schools in Bulgaria.

The theoretical contributions arising from the monographic work, from the monograph

based on the defended dissertation and from the articles, are expressed in the presentation of

concepts, models und tested churucteristics of modern theoretical and analytical aspects of
music pedagogy, music psychology; professional and personal development and formation of
the future music teacher; a competence image of the music teacher and a competence approach

in teaching; pedagogical and psychological foundations of musical performance; a modem

music lesson and textbook for the general education school.

Applied contributions

In the context of the defined concept of modern music-pedagogical education, the

monographic work elicits specific application aspects, bringing opportunities to increase the

general level of awareness, to deepen its innovative nature, meeting the growing requirements

of modern students and pupils, to activate the professional self-education of the specialists,

corresponding to the challenges of the school education, the effective personal development

and pioductive self-re alization. Current interrelated problematic scientific areas are argued

through practical guidelines (current technologies, forms, methods, approaches to work -

nonverbal communication, verbalization of music content, interactivity, heuristics, etc'), by

revealing modern requirements for music lessons.

The developed functional model and the tested methodology for studying the professional

self-determination of students - future music teachers, allows the obtaining of information

which is to be used to improve the quality of work related to the formation of highly expressed

professional self-determination and overall building of the future professional. The derivation

of tfr. psychological-pedagogical structure of professional self-determination and the specific

manifestations of its components, the analysis of its features, specific characteristics and



typology specify the optimal conditions for its formation in students as a subject of music-

educational process. This determines the way, the methods and forms of work for their

correction and improvement in the process of education. The research model is also applicable

in the training of specialists from other majors.

On the basis of the argued competence characteristics of the music pedagogue, the musical-

psychological characteristics of the elements of the music process, the modern dimensions of

the music leaming process (through textbooks or a modern lesson) the articles reveal specific

forms of work, requirements and methods that contribute to the overall development and

formation of the music pedagogue as a professional in his field.

The creation of modern textbooks and music textbooks for general education schools is a

direct contribution moment with a very large applied nature, the result of current, modern

knowledge, skills and competencies of theoretical and practical nature.

Conclusion

Based on the submitted documentation for the competition, I can make the following conclusion:

- the candidate for the competition, Assoc. Prof. Yanna Ruskova,PhD, meets the minimum national

requirements for scientific, teaching and artistic activities, according to Art' 29,para' 1,2 and3 of

LDASRB and Art. 60,para. 1,2 and3 of RALDASRB and the Regulations for the Development of the

Academic Staff of Konstantin Preslavslqt University of Shumen;

- the submitted publications were not used in the defense of the academic degree "Doctor" and the

academic position of "Associate Professor" and no plagiarism was noticed;

- the candidate has original scientific and applied contributions that are directly oriented to the academic

work.

I consider it reasonable to give my positive assessment and recommend to the Scientific Jury to

prepare a report-proposal to the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Pedagogy for the election of Assoc.

Prof. Yanna Pavlova Ruskova, PhD for the academic position of "Professor" at Konstantin PreslavslE

University of Shumen, field of higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professiTal field 1.3'

Pedagogy of teaching in... (Methodology of Music Education)'
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